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Inspirational. Instrumental. Ingenious.
While each word can stand alone and
aptly define one’s character, the 20
people listed on the next few pages
possess all three. They have dedicated
countless hours along with steadfast
loyalty to provide communities with the
support they need to thrive, and have done so
successfully with unwavering commitment. Their
achievements are seen in the world around us, from our
local streets to as far as a South African village.

For its 20th anniversary, Newport Life Magazine is proud to honor these 20 individuals for their past, present and
future contributions to our society. Thank you.

Sen. Teresa Paiva Weed / The Voice for Newport County

Her parents volunteered with Pop Warner Football, the St. Paul Society and Knights of Columbus, instilling a sense
of community involvement. So it’s no surprise that Newport born and bred Sen. Teresa Paiva Weed (D – Newport,
Jamestown) has taken that obligation to the next level, serving her town and state as president of the Senate, the
first woman in state history ever to serve in that role. As chairwoman of the Newport Affordable Housing
Commission, board member of Ft. Adams Trust and supportive of myriad other local initiatives and nonprofit
organizations, Paiva Weed is securing the community’s future. “I love our city very much, so giving back to the
community is very important to me,” she says, in between legislative sessions at the State House. “I’ve watched
the many changes the city went through, and I’m honored to take the opportunity over the past 20 plus years to
ensure that the issues important in Newport are heard in Providence.”

Pauline Perkins-Moye / Newport Housing Authority Director

There is no stopping Pauline Perkins-Moye. This proud advocate has been fighting all her life, for herself and
others, starting when her Pearl Street house burned down when she was 11. She remembers so many people
helping her family then when they needed it most, so she dedicated her life to giving back, from marching in
Washington DC for welfare rights in 1968 and affordable housing in 1989, to working for RI Community Action for
25 years. Now, as director of Newport Housing Authority, she educates people of their rights and individual work
potential, organizing job fairs and offering assistance. This good cook even wants to teach young mothers how to
prepare fresh food instead of relying on expensive ready-made meals. Also inspired by her mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother, all of whom worked themselves to the bone every day of their lives, she says, she is
motivated to do the same, to beat the “doom and gloom” mentality that can often permeate the less fortunate. “My
grandmother always used to say, ‘Nothing beats a failure but a try,’” Perkins-Moye says from her Park Holm office
where photos of her activism and family line the shelves and walls. “But I don’t do these things to reap the rewards.
I appreciate that people appreciate what I do, but I’m very humbled by it.”
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Gary E. Lineberry / Ladies Man

Family values were critical in forming Gary E. Lineberry’s commitment to helping others through community
service. So, when his wife Joyce became involved in an advisory role at the Women’s Resource Center (WRC), it
wasn’t long before he too joined in. With his background in finance, Lineberry was able to guide the center from a
financially struggling entity to a healthy, stable facility that insures its place in helping women of domestic violence
seek assistance. “In the final result, we were able to exceed the financial benefits we had projected, move out of a
debt position and put assets aside for contingency,” he says. He also points to the center’s service expansion,
notably the counseling program that allows them to facilitate reimbursement from insurance providers. Though the
couple has since moved to New Hampshire, Lineberry, serving as board president for the past four years,
continues to assist remotely and travels once or twice a month to meetings, using this opportunity to visit his
daughter and her family in Middletown.

 Paul Gaines / African American Mentor

Paul Gaines’s sense of duty started early, when part of his Kerry Hill neighborhood was in jeopardy of being
developed in the 1950s. He joined neighbors, parents and five siblings to speak out against the project, which was
eventually relocated to create America’s Cup Avenue. That vocalism ignited in Gaines a lifetime full of desire to
give back to the community and country, including four years in the US Army. He taught and coached basketball in
Newport Public Schools for nearly a decade, and later spent six years on the Newport City Council (1977-1983).
But he is known for the two years he was the first ever black mayor in Rhode Island, despite the hard work and
segregation he fought to get there. Even with a college degree he couldn’t find work once he returned to Newport
after graduation, and worked for a dry cleaner before another mentor helped him get a teaching job. “I’d still be
pressing shirts if it weren’t for those people who helped me,” he says. He and his wife Jo Eva both fight for the
community. He won the battle to create Patriot’s Park in Portsmouth, a memorial honoring the only Black Regiment
to fight in the Revolutionary War, situated where the battle was fought. She is a vocal advocate for education, as
long-time member of the Newport School Committee, leading the way for building the new Pell Elementary School,
and member of the state Board of Education.

Jimmy Winters / Housing the Homeless

A lifelong Newport resident, Jimmy Winters is a familiar face throughout the community not only as a fellow citizen
and local singer, but also as a tireless advocate for the homeless. Encouraged to sing and volunteer from an early
age by his parents and an aunt, the importance of helping others was stressed throughout his upbringing. His most
memorable moment is when the City supported his idea for the Housing Hotline in 1978,  the first in the nation.
Today its overwhelming success has assisted more than 100,000 people. Inspired by this effort and with
encouragement from his father, he joined the Newport Police Department in 1981, further enhancing his ability to
help the community. He has volunteered with VISTA (Volunteers In Service To America) and the American Red
Cross, and he tirelessly assists in fundraising for the hotline through benefit concerts where he shares his singing
and songwriting talents. Among the rewards he says are “Seeing the dedicated volunteer staff of the Housing
Hotline help those in need.”  Looking forward he expresses his desire to establish a temporary housing facility for
the homeless and the completion of three new CDs of his inspirational music along with a script for a new movie
about housing. His personal motto, “Reach out and touch somebody’s hand. Make this a better place if you can.”

 Lauren Carson / Environmental Crusader

 Newporter Lauren Carson is more than just an active member of the community; she belongs to several
organizations including Newport Energy & Environment Commission, Clean Water Action and Alliance for a Livable
Newport that strive to make our home an environmentally conscious place. “I’m a child of the 60s, when civic
activism was everywhere,” says Carson, who is working diligently to bring sustainable events here. “We are ready
to do this, we’re already recycling and conserving in our homes, and when we go to a public event it’s limited. And
sustainability is more than just recycling, it’s about conserving water, limiting waste, banning water bottles, using
alternative transportation such as bikes or busses, and composting. Last year there were eight events; this year
we’re hoping for 20. I will continue to be active until I see sustainable events protocol become city policy.”

Joseph Yates / Leading Tomorrow’s Future

For Joseph Yates, a resident of Portsmouth and senior at Portsmouth Abbey School, the world is full of opportunity
and promise. While most students head to a tropical location for spring break vacation, Yates was a student leader
on the Abbey’s Appalachia Service Project team, helping people in poverty stricken areas repair their homes. This
appreciation of community service and stewardship was first instilled in him as a Boy Scout. However, it was his
interest in renewable energy, first piqued when the Abbey installed the Vestas turbine, that led him halfway around
the world. “I was able to appreciate the great potential of wind power, including the advantages of smaller turbines
used to power business- or home-sized establishments,” he says. Yates received the Abbey’s Haney Fellowship to
further pursue his drive to help communities thrive. “I sought to create a project in which I could install a wind
turbine to power a school without electricity,” says Yates, who worked with the local nonprofit Universal Promise to
select a daycare in the South African town of Addo. His fundraising efforts paid for the $15,000 Kestrel e300i 1-
kilowatt wind turbine and solar panel hybrid system, but the sheer excitement he witnessed in the children’s faces
is what made this experience priceless. Yates, who is heading to Princeton University in the fall, plans to study
mechanical and aerospace engineering.
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 Melissa Fournier / Vanderbilt Rehabilitation Center Director

More than 200 new patients are added to Vanderbilt Rehabilitation Center’s schedule each month, not including
the existing patients it treats at its Newport Hospital-based facility. And they’re all under Melissa Fournier’s care.
The director has increased the activity of the center in the seven years she’s been there, with programs, services
and specialists for inpatient and outpatient care, including pulmonary and cancer rehabilitation, occupational
speech therapy, wound care and a cardiac rehab program. The response has been incredible. “People are so
happy and surprised by what we have here,” she says. “They don’t want to have to drive to Boston or Providence
for their rehab therapy.” The Maine native has been here for more than two decades since she was a physical
therapist, and never thought she would trade interaction with the patients for administrative responsibility. But she
says she wouldn’t change a thing now, as long as she’s helping patients. “I love this place,” she says. “I’m very
proud of it, and I think it does great work for the community.”

Marcia Farrar / Champion for Social Justice

The late Marcia Farrar dedicated much of her adult life to building positive role models for young black students in
the Newport area. As the executive director of the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center, she was able to work
directly with students through many of the center’s programs. In 1985, she created Color Me Proud, a black history
coloring book produced by Volunteers in Newport Education and provided to students in Newport. The book,
designed for students in kindergarten through fifth grade, contains drawings and short biographies of each of the
black Americans it features. “She was a tireless champion for social justice,” says Alyson Novick, director of
development at the center. Farrar may have died in 1993, but her memory lives on in the community room at the
center that was named in her honor.

Sister M. Therese Antone / Salve Regina University

Inspired at an early age, the spirit of helping and reaching out to others was exemplified by Sister M. Therese
Antone’s parents. Later, she was drawn to the tradition of prayer, service and hospitality that embodied the spirit
and traditions of the Sisters of Mercy. These early influences have translated into nearly 40 years helping the
Newport community through her involvement with Salve Regina University. Starting as a member of the faculty and
eventually becoming president in 1994, Antone steadfastly instilled the message that every person and institution
contribute in some way to the community in which they reside. “It was my wish that the intellectual richness of the
faculty, the energetic caring of the students and the beauty of the campus buildings be viewed as important
contributors to the well being of Newport County,” she says. As part of her involvement, she has participated in
various local community agencies and served on numerous boards, which she has found to be a stimulating
challenge. Though she retired as Salve’s president in 2009, she remains active through her involvement as a
member of nine boards. She has been particularly impressed with the number of people in the community who so
generously give of their time, talent and treasure to support the social service agencies and cultural institutions.
Among her many accolades are two silver medal awards from the Council for Advancement and Support of
Education, which exemplifies her commitment to sharing the university’s economic and education resources with
the community.

Lt. William Fitzgerald / Neighborhood Policing

5th Ward native Lt. William Fitzgerald has strayed very little from his roots, living in the same neighborhood and
remaining as dedicated to little league as a coach at Thompson Middle School now, as he was as a player. Now a
lieutenant in the Newport Police Department, Fitzgerald commands the Community and Traffic Services Unit, and
was the second community police officer in the state when the program was implemented in 1989 in low-income
neighborhoods. He expanded it city-wide, and it has become a model for the national program, he says. Noise
complaints alone have decreased from more than 1,500 calls annually to only 50. “It took a long time and a lot of
effort,” he says. “But we wanted to educate the public about what the police department does, and deal with the
issues rather than transplant them to other areas.” His influence has spread across the city as well, and as
president of the DARE (Drugs Alcohol Resistance Education) program and Newport Community School, he fights
for education so the city’s youth don’t end up in his squad car. “Will it get kids off drugs? Probably not, but it’ll help
them see police in a different light, so they know to trust us to help.”

Nikki Vazquez / Making Newport Bloom

As Chairperson of Newport in Bloom for the past seven years and co-founder of Newport Community Garden with
Naomi Neville, Nikki Vazquez keeps our City-by-the-Sea beautifully decorated with seasonal flowers and gardens.
“I felt it was important to get involved since, by living in such a small tight knit community, you have such an
opportunity to make a positive impact,” says Vazquez. Working with Neville, Vazquez fought to build a school
garden at Newport’s Underwood Elementary School, which was nominated for a National Congressional Award
sponsored by Senator Sheldon Whitehouse. “The most rewarding thing about volunteering has been the positive
affect on my kids and watching them take ownership of ‘my flower baskets,’” says Vazquez. “It has also been
amazing to watch the pleasant surprise of a school child as they taste a radish that they planted and harvested
fresh out of their school garden.”

 Chief Justice Paul A. Suttell / Rhode Island Supreme Court
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As the executive head of the Rhode Island Supreme Court and a Little Compton resident for 33 years, Chief
Justice Paul A. Suttell is a proud member of his community. “I came from a family in which public and community
service was always highly valued,” he says. Wanting to preserve Newport County’s historical past, he was a past
president for both the Little Compton Historical Society and Sakonnet Preservation Association, and is currently a
director for the Historical Society. Chief Justice Suttell has served on the Rhode Island Supreme Court since 2003,
and was appointed Chief Justice by Governor Donald L. Carcieri in 2009. “My work on the court is intellectually
challenging and always interesting,” he says. “As judges, we have the opportunity to make a difference in people’s
lives and we must never forget what a sacred trust that is. It is essential that people have confidence in their
courts.”

 Karen Wilkey / The Unofficial “Cat Whisperer”

It was Karen Wilkey’s life long love of animals that, in 2003, led her to volunteer at the Potter League for Animals.
As Newport County’s unofficial “Cat Whisperer,” her focus has been to work with shy cats. Wilkey’s gift of making
them more sociable has helped the shelter find homes for many felines that would otherwise not be placed. Her
volunteer time is not only spent working with these cats, but also in assisting potential adopters with selecting the
right one for their situation – a delicate balance that is critical to the overall success of an adoption. “The most
gratifying aspect for me is when older cats or ones who have been at the shelter the longest are adopted,” she
shares. Her efforts have not gone unnoticed. In 2012 the shelter presented her with the Volunteer of the Year
Award.

Donna Maytum / Connecting People to Opportunities

From the time she was a little girl selling Girl Scout cookies at 25 cents a box, Donna Maytum has been an active
member of her community. Focusing her endeavors on local organizations including Secret Garden Tours, the
Chamber of Commerce and the Rotary Club of Newport, Maytum prefers to shine the spotlight on the work each
entity does rather than on her own involvement. It’s this modesty that had her questioning her role as an influential
member of our community for this story in the first place. “When I told two dear friends that I was nominated, I
didn’t think I was influential at all,” she states. “They said that my major influence was connecting people to
opportunities…and I think I agree that by paying attention to job and volunteer opportunities, and to people’s
personalities and skills, I have helped open some doors.” Her efforts have garnered awards, including two
“Volunteer of the Year” awards from both The Newport Daily News and the Chamber of Commerce. “If you are a
part of a community, do your part,” she simply states. In her “spare” time, Maytum hosts The Bit Players, the
award-winning comedy improv troupe, at the Firehouse Theater that she owns with her husband Jack.

 Rabbi Marc S. Jagolinzer / Temple Shalom

You can easily say that giving is better than receiving, but to actually put these words into action is another story.
For Rabbi Marc S. Jagolinzer of Temple Shalom in Middletown, it’s become his way of life, a principal first instilled
in him by his family. “They taught me that if you treat others with respect and understanding and do what you can
for them, you would live a fulfilling and a blessed life,” he reminisces. “They were right.” For more than 38 years,
Jagolinzer has not only served his temple but has provided our community with an interfaith and communal
leadership. From conducting worship to fighting for human rights and ending discrimination, his involvement in
Newport County has led to numerous awards, including The Unsung Hero Award from the National Conference for
Community of Justice as well as the honor of being the first Rabbi in 1976 to preach from the high pulpit in Trinity
Church. “As long as I have the God given good health and strength I will continue to do whatever I can to bring
about Tikun Olam, to repair our world, and make our island community and our world a better place in which to
live,” he says.

Miki Ohlsen / The Art of Ballet

What was once a dancer’s dream became reality for Miki Ohlsen, artistic director and cofounder of Island Moving
Co., a non-profit ballet company that celebrates the creative process of dance through contemporary works of art.
“Dance has been my life since I was a little girl. It was my safe haven, my refuge, my place to be me and be great
at what I was doing,” says Ohlsen. “Choreographing and working with dancers is my form of self expression.”
Today, Ohlsen’s beautifully choreographed performances are nationally recognized in productions including The
Newport Nutcracker and Dracula. “The collaborations with all the entities, the spaces, musicians, dancers and
choreographers were really a dream come true,” Ohlsen says, reflecting on bringing dances to Newport’s historical
buildings. In addition, IMC works diligently to bring dance to schools, working with more than 3000 children
annually to expose them to this art form and received the Arts & Business Council’s Jabez Gorham Award for
artistic and organizational excellence.

Muriel Barclay de Tolly / Passionate Endeavors

She once owned a French nursery school and a couple of restaurants, made it into the Clam Chowder Hall of
Fame, has written best-selling books, raised six children and lived in cities across the country. Clearly she’s not
one to sit still, so Muriel Barclay de Tolly keeps right on going, now with her painting. She says she took a few art
classes to keep busy once she closed her renowned Muriel’s Restaurant years ago on the corner of Spring and
Touro Streets, and it just took off. Her simple watercolors, much like her Where’s Puma? children’s books, grace
the walls and shelves of homes across Newport County, including her own. “I’ll paint anything: dogs, cats, birds,
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buildings. I’m not making a ton of money but it’s fun, and keeps me busy,” she says. It’s not just a matter of busy-
ness, however, that inspires this Montreal native. She also works with school children, speaking to them about the
importance of finding and pursuing their passion in life. “I just hope to change the way they feel about their
potential,” she says. “We all have passion in life, you just have to think in your heart what is the one thing you want
to do, and go for it.”

James E. Garmen / Portsmouth Historian

Following a nearly 40 year teaching career in history and photography at Portsmouth Abbey School, James E.
Garman continues to pursue his life long love and healthy respect for good literature, serious music and especially
history well into his retirement. He has dedicated thousands of volunteer hours to a variety of activities from
teaching history classes at Salve Regina University to sitting on numerous town committees. A URI Master
Gardener since 1997, he serves on a gardening hotline and performs soil testing and provides gardening
information from a kiosk at Paradise Valley Park in Middletown each summer. His passion for history has been
translated through six books on Newport County history and he is the historian on Portsmouth’s 375th Anniversary
Steering Committee. Describing the fascinating history of Portsmouth, he shares his surprise to find so little had
been written about it in the past. “When I started to get involved I found one book had been written in 1938 and I
felt a need to educate local people to our very rich history,” he says. He finds reward in the positive response he
receives from people he has helped whether it has to do with local history, solving horticultural problems or an
environmental concern. His recent opportunity to speak about the Portsmouth Compact, written in 1638, and to
see the document up close is among his many memorable moments.

John B. Hattendorf / History Scholar

Serving as a Naval officer while volunteering to develop the archives at the Naval War College Museum, John B.
Hattendorf was able to accomplish two personal goals – to serve the country and the community. After many years
of historical research and subsequent writings, Hattendorf became Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime History
and director of the Naval War College Museum, and chairman of the Maritime History Department. “The focus of
the Naval War College Museum is on the naval history and heritage of the Narragansett Bay region since the
colonial period to the present, and the art and science of naval warfare worldwide,” he explains. Among his more
than 30 books authored or edited are several items on local historical topics including Semper Eadem: A History of
Trinity Church (2001) and Newport, The French Navy, and the American Revolution (2005). In addition, he has
served on numerous boards and committees and is the recipient of nearly a dozen awards. Never an idle moment,
at present he is conducting research on 12 future books or articles.
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