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The two state lawmakers who lost in Tuesday’s primary say the outcome had less to do with their campaigns than those of their
challengers, and the people who were backing them.

In Providence, Democrat Maria Cimini points to her opponent’s support from House Speaker Nicholas Mattiello.

And in Newport, Democrat Peter Martin points to his opponent’s support from people who
oppose adding table games at the Newport Grand slot parlor.

“The forces of the casino group are what wiped us out,” Martin said when asked about his
race. “That’s the way it is, and I just have to accept it and move on.”

For Martin, the loss comes after three terms as a lawmaker. For Cimini, it comes after one.

“Obviously, I would have preferred to win,” she said.

But Cimini said she “has no regrets” and is proud of her efforts to help the economy by being
“a voice for working-class families,” even if it didn’t help her win on Tuesday.

“There’s no question that there were influences outside of District 7 that impacted this race,
and I just hope that the takeaway from people watching isn’t that it’s dangerous to speak your
mind and do what you think is right,” she said.

Mattiello supported challenger Daniel McKiernan in the House District 7 race, and he
captured 53 percent of the vote to Cimini’s 47 percent.

McKiernan could not be reached for comment Wednesday, but he said last week that he wants
to encourage business-friendly policies and be a voice for the middle class.

He also said he approached Mattiello and asked for his support.

“I sought and received a meeting with Speaker Mattiello and he liked what I had to say,” he said. “At that point I began getting
his support.”

The winner in the Newport race, Lauren Carson, said “many people” in the city “felt disenfranchised” over the fact that the
November election ballot will ask residents if they want to allow table games at the Newport Grand slot parlor. She said that as
she campaigned door to door, the sentiment was roughly 60-40 against, and increased during the past two weeks to 80-20.

But the final straw, she said, was when people learned that, unlike the last time they were asked about adding table games,
there will be no separate question just for residents of Newport. Instead, the question will appear only on the statewide portion
of the ballot.

She described herself as a casino opponent.

“I voted no two years ago, and I will vote no,” she said.

Martin, who co-sponsored the ballot measure, downplayed the criticism over the lack of a local ballot question, saying that
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either way, the local canvassing board has to count the votes for Newport.

“That’s what they get paid to do,” he said.

Martin said he received calls from many friends and supporters Wednesday, including Governor Chafee.

He was philosophical about the loss.

“I used to be unelected and I’m unelected again,” he said.

Cimini and Martin are the only incumbents in either chamber to concede to challengers, but there is one other race that still
appears too close to call.

In House District 35, Rep. Spencer Dickinson, D-South Kingstown, holds a 10-vote lead over his Democratic challenger,
Kathleen Fogarty. Dickinson had 616 votes to Fogarty’s 606, with mail ballots still to be counted.

As of Wednesday afternoon, officials at the state Board of Elections said it could be several days before those ballots are
counted.

With reports from staff writer Paul Grimaldi
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