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I am writing to endorse state Rep. 
Peter F. Martin, who has represented 
the 75th District, Newport, since Janu-
ary 2009. He has recently served on the 
House Committees on Judiciary and Vet-
erans Affairs; and, during earlier terms 
of  office, Peter has served on the House 
Committees on Small Business, Separa-
tion of  Powers, Municipal Government 
and Government Oversight.

In August 2010, Rep. Martin was 
appointed to a three-year term as the 
Rhode Island legislative commissioner 
on the Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission, and he worked with 
the state Department of  Environmental 
Management to support our local com-
mercial fishing industry. As a member 
of  the House Committee on Veterans 
Affairs, Martin has labored tirelessly in 
behalf  of  our veterans.

I have known Peter since our De La 
Salle Academy school days, and as his 
lifelong friend, I have witnessed him 
generously giving his full-time effort to 
an otherwise part-time position in the 
legislature. I intend to vote for him on 
Tuesday because my support will enable 
him to work as a safeguard against 

casino gambling in Newport. He is on 
the board of  directors for Citizens Con-
cerned About Casino Gambling.

And, with this organization, I favor 
voting on ballot Questions 1, 2 and 3 to 
empower Newporters to defend their 
city against the undesirable incursion 
of  the casino gambling enterprise.

I will vote to reject Question 1, which 
is: “State Constitutional Approval 
(Approval of  an Act Authorizing State-
Operated Casino Gaming at Newport 
Grand in the City of  Newport)”.

Likewise, I plan to approve Question 
2, which is: “Amendment to the Consti-
tution of  the State (Restriction on Gam-
bling),” which “will provide that no 
change in the location of  gambling” can 
be permitted without a referendum.

And, likewise, I intend to approve 
Question 3, which is: “Constitutional 
Convention.” This is asking voters, 
“Shall there be a convention to amend 
or revise the Constitution of  Rhode 
Island?”

I say yes to Question 3 because by 

means of  this constitutional convention, 
our governor can be granted the power 
of  a line-item veto, which will bring 
about a balance of  powers between the 
legislative and executive branches of  
Rhode Island government. Furthermore, 
I vote with convention supporters who 
intend to eliminate the “master lever” 
or straight-ticket voting, which will also 
provide better balance to a state some-
times criticized as having a one-party 
governmental system.

Therefore, vote for Peter Martin, who 
will bring energy, experience and equi-
librium to the common good of  the state 
of  Rhode Island. Be sure to vote on Tues-
day.

G. Brian Sullivan, Newport

Jerry Holbert | Boston Herald
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SOMETHING TO SAY? 
We welcome our readers’ 
views. Our letters policy fol-
lows:

 ◆ Each letter must bear the 
writer’s full name, full ad-
dress and telephone number 
(for verification purposes 
only). We will not publish a 
letter unless a phone num-
ber is provided.

 ◆ We correct errors of spell-
ing and punctuation, and 
edit letters to conform to 
Daily News style. We may 
condense letters for brevity.

 ◆ Letters must be no more 
than 450 words. Proposed 
guest view columns must be 
no more than 750 words.

 ◆ We will run no more than 
two letters per author per 
month.

To send letters:

Mail: Letters to the Editor, 
The Newport Daily News 
P.O. Box 420, Newport, RI 
02840

Email: Editor@NewportRI.
com

SEND YOUR LETTERS 
EARLY!
The Daily News is now 
an early-morning paper. 
Because of this change in 
our production schedule, 
the Weekend and Monday 
Opinion pages will be 
composed a few days in 
advance. In most cases, 
letters we receive Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 
cannot be published until 
Tuesday at the earliest.

If  Rhode Island is going to change for the better, 
that change needs to start with the legislature.

Voters in Tuesday’s Dem-
ocratic primary for New-
port’s House District 75 have 
the opportunity to effect such 
change, by voting for newcomer 
Lauren Carson.

Carson, 60, is a first-time 
candidate, but she has a 
breadth of  experience in a 
variety of  areas, from run-
ning small businesses, includ-
ing her own bed-and-breakfast 
inn in Newport, to activism 
and advocacy on a variety of  
issues related to energy and 
the environment. She is com-
fortable both in Newport and 
at the Statehouse, and sees the 
importance of  interconnected-
ness between the city and the 
state on many levels.

A community organizer for 
Clean Water Action, Carson has 
served on the Newport Energy 
and Environment Commission 
for the past three years and has 
been instrumental in extending 
the recycling program begun at 
the Newport folk and jazz fes-
tivals more than 20 years ago 
to other major public events in 
the city.

That, she said, not only 
makes the city more sustain-
able, but also more attractive to 
sponsors of  large-scale events 
that support Newport’s tour-
ism-dependent economy.

In fact, she said she sees “the 
environmental issue as an eco-
nomic issue.”

Carson would like to expand 
that approach to examining 
ways to grow Newport’s tour-
ism economy without, as she 
puts it, the “short-term fix” of  
casino gambling. She opposes 
adding table games to New-
port Grand to make the video-
slot parlor a full-fledged casino, 
despite the pledge of  prospec-
tive developers to invest $40 
million to turn the hulking 
former jai alai fronton into a 
Monte Carlo-style entertain-
ment center.

Rep. Peter F. Martin, the 
Democratic incumbent in 
House District 75, which rep-
resents the southern portion 
of  the city, also says he opposes 
casino gambling. However, Mar-
tin was the co-sponsor of  legis-
lation that ultimately took away 
Newporters’ ability to vote on a 

local ballot question on Nov. 4. 
Instead, as urged by House lead-
ership, the legislation requires 
only a statewide ballot ques-
tion on the casino proposal. 
The question still will have to 
pass statewide and in Newport 
to be approved, but the local 
ballot question — referred to 
specifically in the state consti-
tution — historically had been 
seen as another hurdle for any 
expansion of  gambling.

Asked if  he felt the move dis-
enfranchised Newport’s vot-
ers — 249 more of  whom cast 
votes on the local ballot in 2012, 
when the table games question 
was on both ballots — Mar-
tin said he did not. “The ques-
tion is the same question,” he 
told the editorial board of  The 
Daily News during a meeting 
last week. “There is no need to 
have a local question.”

Many voters, however, feel 
differently. Adding to the insult 
of  having a casino question on 
the ballot again just two years 
after it was soundly defeated in 
Newport, legislators have taken 
away the city’s local vote. Even 
worse, that injury was caused 
— or at least allowed — by our 
own local legislators.

That kind of  action speaks 
more to Martin’s loyalty to 
House leadership than to his 
constituents, although he 
prides himself  on constituent 
service and “working full-time 
at a part-time job.”

Martin, 73, has been in the 
General Assembly for three 
terms, yet cites as his top 
accomplishments the pardon-
ing of  John Gordon and secur-
ing five crosswalks for Amer-
ica’s Cup Avenue. While the 
former is a nice novelty and the 
latter is important for public 
safety in downtown Newport, 
the city deserves more from its 
representatives.

We are disappointed that vot-
ers in House District 75 will not 
have an option in the Nov. 4 gen-
eral election — and by the fact 
there only are four contested 
races among the 11 legislative 
districts that represent New-
port County — but of  the deci-
sion before voters in Tuesday’s 
primary, we think Lauren Car-
son is the better choice.

TO OUR READERS
As of today, The Daily News is no 
longer accepting letters about 
Tuesday’s primary election. We 
will print no letters about the 
primary after the Weekend edition 
of Sept. 6-7.
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City needs
a new voice
in R.I. House

After reading the letter 
from James Baillargeron in 
The Newport Daily News on 
Sept. 2 and subsequently the 
column by Leonard Pitts Jr. 
printed below it, I jumped 
out of  my recliner and flew 
to the computer to write this 
letter. Nowhere have I seen 
a more compelling reason to 
vote for gun-sense candidates 
than I have in this coinciden-
tal juxtaposition.

The column by Pitts 
was about the 9-year-old 
girl shooting her instruc-
tor with an Uzi at an Ari-
zona gun range and Mr. Bail-
largeron’s letter decried the 
“stupid” gun laws sponsored 
by Rep. Linda Finn, D-Mid-
dletown (although his let-
ter purported to be support-
ing another representative, 
from Newport). If  you have 
not read Mr. Pitts’ column, 
you should because it accu-
rately describes the situation 
in this country with regard 
to gun laws and that is that 
they are almost nonexistent 
in many states in our nation, 
including Arizona.

If  I may be indulged to get 
off  the track, as did Mr. Bail-
largeron, the controversy 
recently over Tiverton’s 
proposed licensing of  gun 
ranges should include an eye 
to regulating how old some-
one must be and what kind 
of  firearm can be used at 
this range. Middletown, take 
note, as your gun range is 
located adjacent to the youth 
soccer fields.

But to draw this convo-
luted letter all together, I 
must say that the endorse-
ment of  the incumbent New-
port representative by a man 
so incensed by sane gun laws 
gives me every reason to vote 
for his opponent, Lauren 
Carson, who endorses sanity 
in this issue. Unfortunately, I 
live in Middletown, so I can-
not vote for her. But you will 
see me at the polling place 
with one of  her signs in 
hand. Please think about the 
safety of  our children and 
communities and vote in the 
primary on Tuesday.

Nan Heroux, Middletown

ELECTION 2014: 
HOUSE DISTRICT 75

ELECTION 2014: HOUSE DISTRICT 75

Vote for Rep. Martin, ‘no’ on casino, ‘yes’ on constitutional change

Vote for gun-sense candidates

I see Rep. Peter Martin, 
D-Newport, is running for 
a fourth term. I’m sure he 
will be re-elected by his con-
stituents, seeing how he sup-
ported the toll on the Sakon-
net River Bridge, and voted 
against the infrastructure 
fund bill, which removed 
the toll and will pay for the 
repairs and maintenance 
of  all roads and bridges in 
Rhode Island. I am thank-
ful for his support and also 
the support of  — or was it 
the lack of  support? — from 
him and Grow Newport. I 
am sure they will support 
an Aquidneck Island beach 
pass, for they have shown, by 
their actions, or lack thereof, 
how much they care for the 

residents and those who 
work on Aquidneck Island as 
a whole.

It is interesting that in 
the articles in The New-
port Daily News, Rep. Mar-
tin failed to mention that the 
Rhode Island Turnpike and 
Bridge Authority donated 
to the causes he supports: 
Bridgefest, $2,500; Ballard 
Park, $1,500; Newport fire-
works, $5,000; and the Arts 
and Cultural Alliance, 2,500. 
Just wondering if  it might 
have had any influence on 
his support for the toll on the 
Sakonnet bridge.
Antone Viveiros, chairman, 

Sakonnet Toll Opposition 
Platform (STOP) Committee

Martin’s support of bridge toll
is one big strike against him

I think it is great that 
they are having popular 
music concerts right down 
the hill from me at the New-
port Yachting Center. I have 
attended several of  these 
shows. The Styx show I went 
to last year was very loud, 
and I guess played over the 
time limit. This year I saw 
Alanis Morissette, who did 
an excellent show, but I think 
it was sold out, very crowded 
and kind of  jammed into the 
small seats.

I definitely think they 
should stick to the 10 p.m. 
time limit for the shows. 
Some people like to go to bed 

early. There is a reason why 
the shows were called “Sun-
set Music Series” — they 
were supposed to start early 
and get over early.

I do believe these concerts 
are a much better way to 
make more business in the 
Newport area than a gam-
bling casino. I believe gam-
bling is a waste of  time and 
money, can be addictive, and 
is just not a good thing.

I hope the Newport Yacht-
ing Center will continue with 
the popular music shows. I 
look forward to next year’s 
schedule.

Susan M. Hopf, Newport

Downtown concerts are loud,
but good for local businesses

I read with interest that 
Senate President M. Teresa 
Paiva Weed, D-Newport, has 
hired a new chief  of  staff, 
selected from the Statehouse 
lobbying ranks, Mr. Thomas 
L. Papa. So, who has her ear 
— her constituents or a lob-
byist?

It is interesting to note 
that lobbyist Mr. Papa’s 

salary has not been estab-
lished; however, Senate 
spokesman Greg Pare said 
“it will be in the $143,000 to 
$153,000 range.”

Robert J. Chaves, 
Portsmouth

ELECTION 2014: 
SENATE DISTRICT 13

Lobbyist is in senator’s corner

The midnight machina-
tions of  the Rhode Island 
legislature that changed 
the casino ballot questions 
smacks of  insider dealing and 

backroom pol-
itics. The final 
amended ver-
sion of  House 
bill H8294 
(related to 

the approval of  table games 
at Newport Grand) resulted 
in a change that calls for hav-
ing a single statewide vote 
on the casino ballot question 
instead of  one question state-
wide and one for Newport. 
And these final amendments 
to H8294 were made so late in 
the day that Newporters had 
no opportunity to comment 
on them.

After the legislation passed 
in this late-night session, the 
change was mentioned in the 
press but was not covered 
extensively. The Newport City 
Council was not officially noti-
fied of  these changes in the 
ballots. The Newport Canvass-
ing Authority was not notified 
of  the change until Aug. 21, 
when the secretary of  state’s 
office called to say the Newport 
ballot could not be certified 
because it contained both the 
local and state casino question.

The League of  Women 
Voters believes that govern-
mental bodies must protect 
the citizens’ right to know 
by giving adequate notice 
of  proposed changes, hold-
ing open meetings and mak-
ing public records accessible. 

Transparency in the legisla-
tive process is essential. This 
change in the casino refer-
endum question was neither 
transparent nor informative.

Sen. Leonidas Raptakis, 
D-Coventry, one of  two who 
voted against the legislation, 
explained his “no” vote, say-
ing: “To read a 15-page bill 
at 2:30 in the morning is … a 
dangerous precedent. That’s 
why I can’t support the bill.”

We agree. Too many late-
night or rushed deals, like 
38 Studios, have cost Rhode 
Island voters dearly.

Our elected representa-
tives bear the responsibility 
to understand legislation that 
is passed and to account for 
their votes, especially when 
they sponsor the legislation. 
This late-night legislating 
does not serve citizens well 
nor does it serve the legisla-
tive process in the state.

We urge Newport County 
citizens to contact their rep-
resentatives and express out-
rage at this broken system.

Susan Wells, Newport, 
president of the League 

of Women Voters 
Newport County

ELECTION 
2014: 
CASINO 
QUESTION

Casino ballot controversy shows 
folly of last-minute legislating

This late-night 
legislating does not 
serve citizens well 

nor does it serve the 
legislative process in 

the state.


